
ST. TAMMANY PARISH COIJNCIL

ORDINANCE

ORDINANCE CALENDAR NO. 3130 ORDINANCE COUNCIL SERIES NO.

CoUNCIL SP0NSORT _IIQMA&EIIIDEB_ PRoVIDED BY: LEGAL coUNsEL

INTRODUCED BYI MR. BINDER

oN THE 7rr{ DAY OF _lUtY_ 200s.

SECoNDED BY: -UBJEQMAS__

ORDINANCE AMENDING AND REENACTING ST. TAMMANY PARISII CODE OF
ORDINANCES,CHAPTf,R T4, ARTICLE I,TO AMEND PARAGRAPH B OFSECTION
14-OO2.OO, ENACT PARAGRAPH R OF SECTION 14-OO2.OO, AMEND SECTION 14-
OO9.OO, IN ORDER TO PROIIIBIT OTIIER DISCARDED OR ABANDONED ITEMS, TO
PROIIIBIT THE PLACING, THROWING, SWEEPING. DEPOSITING OR BLOWING
OF GRASS CLPPINGS AND TIIE TRIMMINGS OR CLIPPINGS F'ROM EEDGES,
SHRUBS, AND/OR OTIIERLANDSCAPING PLANTS ORTREES ONTO A ROADWAY
DRAINAGE DITCH, AND OTIIERWISE PROVIDX WITH RESPECT TEERETO.

WHEREAS, the accumulation of rubbish, trrsh, refuse, junk, discarded or &bandoned mrjor
appliances, such as refrlgerators, freezers, ranges, or other mrchinery, metal, tin, and/or othei discrrded
or abandoned materials, metrls, lurnber or other things, on any vacant lot, or otr any portion of any
occupied lot, neutral grounds, street, sidewal\ drainage way or any public or private right of way, rnd
the depositing of grass clippings, pine needles, pine cones, shrubs, brush, cut timber, the trimmings or
clippings from hedges, shrlbs, and/or other landscaping plants or trees, or any oth€r yard debris onto a
public road or into any natural or manmade drainage channel, canal, easement, or roadride ditch are
found to create a condition that may erdanger the health, life, limb or the property of others, and the
general welfare of the community, such conditiotrs and &ctiotrs are therefore declared to be public
nuisences which are to be abated is such in accordanc€ with the provisions of thlr prrt.

THE PARISH OF ST. TAMMANY IIEREBY ORDAINS thrt Chapter 14, Article I is hereby
amended and reenacted to amend Prragraph B of Section 14-002, to enact Prragraph R of Section 1,1-
002.00, to amend Section t4-009.00 and to otherwise provide as follows

ARTICLE I
IN GENERAL

SEC, 14-001.00 Purpose and Definition

The purpose ofthese Articles is to deline and prohibitconductthatconstitutes a'nuisance." Conduct that
ls defined as a nuisance is expressly prohibited and shall constitute a misdemeanor punishrble according
to the pendties and provisions set forth in Section 14-009.00, which shall apply to all nuisances, unless a
separate penalty is otherwise provided. In this regard, conduct that is a'nuisance" is hereby defined as
any unlrwful act or omission, or sulfering or permitting any condition or thing to be or exist, whlch act,
omisiion, condition or thing eith€r:

(A) Injures or endangers the health, safety or well-being of others; or

(B) Essentially interferes with, obstructs or tends to obstruct or renders dangerous for passsge sny public
or private street, highw&y, sidewalk, strean! ditch or drainage; or

(C) IDjures, dtrmages, threatens to damage or tends to deprecirte th€ value of any public or private
property; or

(D) Essentialty interferes wlth tbe rightofprivacy within otres home or unreasonably itrterferes witb the
use ofones residential property, lncluding sounds and noises as enumerated in Section 1+002.00(eX or

(E) Actually causes, or imminently threatens to c&use, material and substantid disruption within the
community or is an invrsion ofthe rights ofothers, including sounds and noises as enumerated in Section
l4-002.00(o.
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SEC. 14-002.00 Illustrative Enumeration

The following acts and/or omissions and the mrintaining, using plactn& depositing leavingor permitting
to be or remain on ar|y public or private property of any ofthe followlng items, conditions or actions are
hereby declared to be and constitute a nuisance; provided, however, these enumerations shall not be
deemed nor constrled to be conclusive, limiting or restrictive:

(A) Noxious weeds and other rank vegetation.

(B) Accumulation of rubbish, trash, refuse, junk, discarded or abandoned maior rppliances. such as
refrigerators. freezers. ranqes. or other machinery. metal tin ard/or other discrrded or arfrtftr
abtndoned materials, metlls, lumber or other things, on any vacant lot. or rnv portion ofenv occupled
lot. neutral sround. street. sldewrlk drainase way or any public or private riqht of wry.

(C) Any condition which provides harborage for rat$, mice, snNkes rnd other vermin.

(D) Any buildiDg or other structure which is in such a dilapidated condition thet it is unlit for human
habitation, or kept in such an unsanitary condition that it is a menace to the health of people resid rg in
the vicinify thereof, or presents a more than ordirarily dangerous lire hazard in the vicinity where it is
located.

(E) All noises and sounds, including animal noises, that are unrersonably loud rnd intrusive, r&rcous,
jarring or disturbing and which essentially interfere with the right of privrcy within ones home or
unreasonebly interfere with th€ use of ones residential property, which is delined to include single-family,
duplex or multifamily dwellings, nursing homes, outpatient surgical facilitier &nd similar frciliti€s.

(F) All noises or sounds that are unreasonably loud and intrusive, raucous, jarring or disturbing &nd
which actually cause, or lmminently threaten to cause, materid and rubst.ntial disruption ofthe activities
of such places es schools, courts, churches or businesses.

(G) All obnoxious and/or dangerous odors and stenches, as welt as the conditions, subst$ces or other
causes whlch give rise to the emission or generation of such odors and stenches.

(H) The carcasses of animals or fowl rtot disposed of within a reasonable time after death.

(I) The pollution of any public well or cistern, strerm, lake, canal or body of water by sewage, dead
animals, creamery, industrial wastes or other $ubstances.

(J) Any building structure orother place or location where any activity which is in violrtion oflocal, state
or federal law is conducted, performed or maintain€d.

(10 Any accumulation ofstagnant water permitted or maintained on any lot or piece ofground.

(L) Dense smoke, noxious fumes, g&s, soot or cinders, in unreasonable quantities,

(M) Contractorrs rubbtg defined for the purposes hereof as the residue from construcfion, building
demolition or razing ofparts or the whole ofstructures and the residue of Ido it yourself' repalrs or other
like op€rations including excavation.

(N) Bullding debris which is delired for the purposes hereof as plaster, roofing, concrete, brickbats, sand,
discarded electrical wirin& lumber, pipes and fixtures resulting from construction repair, renovation or
remodeling ofrny building, structure or rppurtenance thereto.

(O) Camps, bnildings and structures determined to be unsafe or dangerous by the St Tammany Parish
Chief Building Offi clal.
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(P) The placing of fill mtterial comprised in whole or in part ofasphaltic and/oi asbestos rooling shingles
on any lot, place or area situated on Lake Pontchartrain or any waterway which has a current flow and
is designated ts a river or bayou on any officlal map of the State oflouisiana or any other body of water,
depression or bed, whether or not there is a current flow present or water present within its ba[k, wher
such stream ls identifiable on any official map ofthe State ofLouisi{na and the directional course ofsaid
stream indicates a discharge of water into Lake Pontchartrain, to deposit or place, or to permit the
deposition or placement on such lot, place or &rea, or upon &ny river brnk or seashore lot, place or area,
any lill mrterial comprised, either €ntirely or partly, ofasphaltic and/or asbestos roofing shingles,

(Q) Tree cuttings and other associrted debrls in public or private drain&ge ways, dralnage $ervitudes,
ditches or natural or m&n-made canals.

(R) The placins. throwing. sweeBinq. depositing or blowins ol srass clippinqs. pine needles. trlne cones.
shrubs. brush. cut timber. the trimmines or clippinss from hedses. shrubs. and/or other landscapins
plants or tre€s. or anv other yard debris. onto I public road or into rnv natural or matrmtde dralnase
channel. cansl easemenl or roadside dltch. Anv individual and,/or companv that is enqased h the
birsiness or resular activity that is commonlv referred to as a lairdscap€ maintenence or gr&ss cutting
business shall be responsible to collect lnd properlv dispose of all clippinss. trimminss and/or other vard
debris. rather than causing it or allowinp it to become. deposited on the ro&dw&v or into the drainage
channel. canal. easement or roadsid€ ditch.

SEC. 1+003.00 Firer for Yard Debris

(A) The burning ofle&ves and yard debris, snch as pine ne€dles, pine cones, shrubs, brush and cut timber
shall not be a violation of this Chapter, provided that:

(1) The fire area shall not be greater than eight (8) feet in diam€ter;

(2) The height of burning materirls shall not be greater than four (4) f€et;

(3) Burning shall only occur between sunrise and one hour before sunset;

(4) The fire site shall not be unattended;

(5) A functionsl water hose shall be located next to the lire site;

(6) The fire $ite shall be located at least l0 feet from the nearest property line;

(7) There shall be no more than one (l) fire site per homesite or parcel ofland;

(8) The fire site shall be located at least fifty (50) feet from any structure, ifnearer thar fifty (50) feet from
a structure a container must be used;

(9) The lire shaU not emit dense smoke, noxious fumes, gas, soot or cinders in unrcasonrble quantities $o
as to violate Section 14-001.00 above.

A violation of any of the above rest ctions may result itr the lire site being considered a nuisance under
this chapter.

(B) The above restrictions shall not apply in the event that the contmlled lire or open burning ofleaves
and yard debris, as stated herein, is located r distance of ore thousand (1000') feet or more frorn the
n€aresl dwell ing.

(C) The provisions of this section are rot intended nor shall they lessen the responsibility of all persons
to abide by other ordinances ofthis Parish, and laws ofthis Staie governing the matters herein addressed.
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SEC. 14-004.00 Notice to Abrte

Whenever a nuisance is found to exist within the Parish. the sherlff. euforcement officers ofthe Parish
Department of Planning and Permits, the prrish health officer and the Chief of the applicable Fire
Protection District, or any of th€ir duly designated representatives, shall have the authority to give written
notice to abate the nuisance to the owner or occupant of the property upon which such nuisance exists or
upon the person causingor maintalningthe nuisance. Where the nature and circumstaaces of a psrticular
nuisance violation warrants immediate enforcement, the sheriffs oflice may an:est or issue a misdemeanor
summons in lieu of th€ notlce to abate. In addition, an enforcing official shall have the authority to
summarily abate rny nuisance whlch, by its nature, creates an immediate hazard to life and/or property.

SEC. l4-005.00 Cont€nts ofNotic€

The notice to abate s nuisance issued lrlder the provisions ofthis Article shrll contain:

(A) An order to rbate the nuisance or to request a hearing within a stated time, which shall be reasonable
under the circumstances.

(B) The location of the nuisancg il the same is $trtionary.

(C) A descdption of what constitules the nuisance.

(D) A statement of acts necess&ry to ab|te the nuisance,

(E) A statement that if the nuisance is not abated as directed and no request for hearing is rnade within
the prescribed time, the Pari$h will abate such nuisance and assess the cost thereof agrinst such person.

SEC. 14-006.00 Service of Notice

The notice to abate a nuis&nce shall be served as any other legal process may be served pursuant to law.

SEC. 14-007.00 Abatement by Parish

Upon the failure ofthe person upon whom notice to abate a nuisance is seraed p|lrsulnt to the provisions
ofthis Article to abate the same, the enforcement oflicer or other duly designated oflicer ofthe Parish
shall proceed to abate srch nuisance and shall prepare a statemetrt of costs incurred in the abatement
thereof.

SEC. 14-008.00 Costs ofParish Declared Lien

Any and all costs incurred bythe Parish in the abatement ofa nuisance under the provirions ofthi$ Article
shall constit.tte a lien against the property upon which such nuisance existed, which lien shall be liled,
proven and collected as provided for by law. Such lien shall be notice to all persons from the time of its
recording and shall bear interest at the legal rate thereafter until satislied.

SEC. 14009.00 Penatties

Any person who shall violate any of the provisions of this chapter, or who shall vlolate or fail to comply
with any order made hereunder, within the time lixed therein, shall severally for each and every violation
and noncompliancg respectively, be guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by a line ofnot less thatl ONE
HUNDRED ($100.00) DOLLARS nor more than ITVE HUNDRED ($500.00) DOLLARS, or by
imprisonment for not iess EqIg than thirty (30) days mrmorcrhanninreff9oFrys, or both such fines
and imprisonment. Unless specilically provided otherwise, each day th&t anyviolation ofthis chaptershall
continue shall constitute a separate offense. The imposition ofa penalty for {ny violation shall not excuse
theviolation nor shall the violation lre permitted to continue. All such persons shall be required to correct



or remedy such violations or defects within a reasonable time, &nd when not otherwise specified, the
application of the above pen dty shall not be held to pr€vent the enforced removal ofprohibited conditions.

REPEAL; All Ordinances or parts of Ordinances in conflict herewith are h€reby repealed,

SEVERABILITY: If atry provision of this Ordinance shall be held to be invali4 such invalidity
thall not affect other provisions herein which can be given effect without the invalid provision and to this
end the provisions of this Ordlnances are hereby declared to be severable.

DATE OF ENACTMENT: This Ordinance shall become effective fifteen (15) days after adoption.

MOVED FOR ADOPTION BY SECONDED BY
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WTIEREUPON TSIS OP.DINANCE WAS SUBMITTDD TO A VOTE AND RESULTED IN THE
FOLLOWING:

YEAS:

NAYS:

ABSTAIN:

ABSENT:
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THIS OP.DINANCE WAS DECLARf,,D DULY ADOPTED AT A REGULAR MEETING OT THE
PARISII COUNCIL ON THE DAY OF 2OO5 AND BECOMDS
ORDINANCE COTINCIL SERIES NO. 05-

STEVE STf,FANCIK COUNCIL CIIAIRMAN

ATTf,ST:

DIANE HUESCIIEN, COUNCIL CLERK

KEVIN DAVIS, PARISE PRESIDENT

Published introduction: 2005
Published adoption:

Delivered to Parish President :
Returned to Council Clerk:

2005 at
2005 at

2005


