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RESOLUTION

RESOLUTION COUNCIL SERIES NO. _C-1566

.COUNCIL SPONSOR MR. GOULD ~ PROVIDED BY _ COUNCIL OFFICE

RESOLUTION OBJECTING TO THE OFFENSIVE REMARKS OF IDAHO
SENATOR LARRY CRAIG AND RECOMMENDING THE CITIZENS OF
ST. TAMMANY PARISH AND THE STATE OF LOUISIANA BOYCOTT
PRODUCTS FROM THE STATE OF IDAHO UNTIL AN APOLOGY IS
RECEIVED.

WHEREAS, U.S. Senator Larry Craig from the State of Idaho was quoted telling his home
state constituents “fraud is in the culture of Iragis. Ibelieve that is true in the State of Louisiana as well” and
“Louisiana and New Orleans are the most corrupt governments in our country and they always have been”
by the Lewiston (Idaho) Morning Tribune and McCall (Idaho) Star News on October 13, 2005; and

_ WHEREAS, such ignorant, insulting and hurtful comments are offensive to the hardworking and
~ honorable people of St. Tammany Parish and the State of Louisiana, who are struggling so hard to rebuild
their communities following the worst natural disaster to strike this nation; and

WHEREAS, Sen_ator Craig’s comments are especially worrisome to the people of this parish because
his stereotyping and blatant bias against the people of this state may be further advanced through his

membership on the Senate Appropriations Committee which makes recommendations for hurricane-related
spending by the federal government; and

WHEREAS, it is appropriate for the citizens of this parish, through its parish council, to publically
object to Senator Craig’s comments and respond in kind by demanding a public apology to the people of St.
Tammany Parish and the State of Louisiana from Senator Craig and recommending the boycott of products
from the State of Idaho until said apology is received.

THEPARISH OF ST. TAMMANY HEREBY RESOLVES to object to the offensive remarks of Idaho
Senator Larry Craig and recommend the citizens of St. Tammany Parish and the State of Louisiana boycott
products from the State of Idaho until an apology from Senator Craig is received.

THIS RESOLUTION HAVING BEEN SUBMITTED TO A VOTE, THE VOTE THEREON WAS
AS FOLLOWS:

MOVED FOR ADOPTION BY , SECONDED BY

YEAS:
NAYS:
ABSTAIN:
ABSENT:
THIS RESOLUTION WAS DECLARED ADOPTED ONTHE ____ DAY OF 2005,

AT A REGULAR MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL, A QUORUM OF THE MEMBERS BElNG
PRESENT AND VOTING. :

STEVE STEFANCIK, COUNCIL CHAIRMAN
ATTEST:

DIANE HUESCHEN, COUNCIL CLERK
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Idaho senator says fraud part of La. culture

More lawmakers
join debate on
storm relief plan

By Bill Walsh
ashington bureau

WASHINGTON -~ A U.S. senator from Idaho is the latest to slam Louisiana’s reputation for political
corruption as Congress considers whether to spend billions of dollars on hurricane recovery.

Sen. Larry Craig, a Republican, told his home state constituents that fraud is as much a part of the
fabric of Louisiana as it is in Iraq and that flooded sections of New Orleans should be abandoned.

“Fraud is in the culture of Iraqis. I believe that is true in the state of Louisiana as well,” Craig was
quoted as saying Thursday in the Lewiston (Idaho) Morning Tribune.

- The McCall {Idaho) Star News, quoted him saying “Louisiana and New Orleans are the most corrupt
governments in our country and they always have been. . . . A rookie cop in New Orleans, they pay him
or her $17,000 starting pay and then wink and say you better make the rest of it on the street.” :

As a member of the Senate Appropriations Committee,. Craig is in a position to back up his opinions
with actions by withholding support for hurricane-related spending. '

Sen. Mary Landrieu, D-La. blasted Craig’s comments as “old stereotypes™ and “ignorant remarks,”
Bué Louisiana’s sometimes shady political past has clearly become part of the hurricane-recovery debate
in Congress.

Rep. Tom Tancredo, R-Colo., has urged his colleagues not to let Louisiana politicians get their hands
on the $62 billion appro riated so far because of “mind-boggling incompetence” in dealing with the
storm and Louisiana’s “long history of corruption.”

Earlier this week, Sen. Susan Collins, R-Maine, was slightly more diplomatic, but just as worried.
Collins, chairwoman of the Senate Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs, urged
Senate leaders to quickly take up legislation to strengthen oversight of hurricane-related s enclmg. e
said it is becoming “increasingly evident” that federal relief efforts are “vulnerable to wi estgrea abuse
and waste,”  As Craig toured his state during the congressional recess, he also had some thoughts on

redevelo?ing New Orleans that may be worrisome to people in flood ravaged neighborhoods
contemplating rebuilding.

The Morning Tribune quoted him as saying there is growing Senate support for abandoning whole

sections of New Orleans flooded by Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. He mentioned the Lower Ninth Ward
as an example.

“I’m not humorous when I suggest we should turn it back to what it was, a wetland,” Craig was
quoted as saying.

The comment echoed a remark by House Sfpeaker Dennis Hastert, R-Ill., in the days after Katrina hit
Aug. 29. He said that whole neighborhoods of the city should be bulldozed.

Landrieu conceded that the state has a checkered political past, but also noted other states with
ethically challenged politicians. She mentioned House Majority Leader Tom DeLay, Rtexas, who was
recently indicted on money laundering and conspiracy charges.

She called Craig’s references to the Ninth Ward, “absolutely offensive.”

“I remain hopeful that these hurtful remarks were not reported as he i ntended ,” Landrieu said.

A Craig spokesman said Friday that the senator stands by the comments, but the spokesman added
they weren’t intended to reflect on Landrieu personally.

Bill Walsh can be reached at
bill.walsh_@newhouse.com or




New Orleans rookie cop.




w‘iil find some way to get

mom’s home, and many lives

Ocean . Springs, Miss. -

outside

Re- “The Uptown refrigerator
" Living, Oct. 18.
Chris Rose needs to get a grip
stop his whining. Everyone
been affected by Katrina,
sily Pestruction. Must we be
cted to Mr. Rose's tirades
st wasting away without his
wiodern conveniences while oth-
s are throwing away personal
belongings and gutting their
-homes, finding their businesses
ruined or losing: their jobs? =
*People who have lost & lot

" Hiodd for a couple of weeks speak
more about the heauty of New

'.\t:alforou.l city than does Mr.

. quent, witty manner. :

. There are plenty of stories to
be told. I challenge Chris Rose

to ‘suck it up, adjust and over-
‘¢hme, Write outside the box and

_seek the real stories on the

“'streets. He can still try to be

* New Orleans

- Homes
1aid to waste

Jefferson Parish President
- Aaron Broussard shouldn't
~waste that $38,000 on ads. He
* “should give it to homeowners
who flooded; evenif it would be a
| drop in the bticket. Better a drop
++in the bucket than a fleoded
| -~home.
‘ ; We evacuated with our hand—
il ucapped son and daughter, only
‘ to come home to total devasta-
-tion, My children could not even
go into our home, They are dis-
weonnected and confuied; they no
longer have anything familiar
] -:that they can eall their own. My

:-heart hurts for them, more than -

.-our menumental loss of home
and property. What awaste,
_-Waste, waste!

.- Don’t run for re-election, Aa-
. .ron Broussard, The only run you
should have is $0 be run out of

_town on a rail.

Mildred R. Munsch
Metairie

" Rose. And they do it in an elo-
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~7 Letters should be brief and to the. point,
preferably 200 words or less. To be con-
... Sidered for publication, they must include
_ the writer's address.and a daytime tele-
" phone aumber. Initials and pen names are
- ot accepted, nor are lettars addressed to
others, Letters from the same writer are
not published whan they follow frequenﬂy
epon ancther.
E-malled Ietters should bear the subject
ing “ietter to the editor.” Do not send a let-
- ter as an e-mai attachment such as .doc or
- et W nannnt nnen such fites. All submis-

Re: “Idaho senator says fraud
part of La, culture,” Page A-18,
Oct. 18.

I am a longtime vesident of
Louisiana, and ] am beyond dis-
gusted at the sentiinenits of

Tdaho.Sen, Larry Craig abouta =

cultura’ thap heis cjegrbr inecap-
able of even begirining to com-
prehend.

He is the worst ‘sott: of “ugly
American,” a term usually-re-
served for those too etlinocentrie

" | and igriorant to appreciate the

unigue beauty of foreign cul—
tures.

But, ye_s, perhaps we should
bulldoze New Orleans and turn
our attention to a culturally rich
state such as, say, I daho

" ‘What would thls world be

Idaho writers, poets and play-

~ wrights? (Surely there must be

one.)

. .And, oh, the mynad of cook-
bocks celebratmg the cuisine of

Idaho. And let us not forget the
art and architecture unique to
.. Boise? -

Of course, the music, there's
always the musie: the gut-
wrenching, aoul-searing music
that is Idaho.

In sum, perhaps we should

bulldoze Idaho, becausenoone .|

would even miss it. -

Debbie Marx |
Covington

We've got a frlend n B01se

1 am back in Boige, Idaho,
after spending three weeks in
. Louisiana with a national relief
organization. It was a difficult
-but worthwhile asmg'nment, pro-
viding assistance to graclous and
thankful people.

Idaho Sen. Lan'y Craig was
quoted as saying, ‘A rookie eop
in New Orleans, they pay him or
her $17,000 starting pay and
then wink and say you better
make the restofltonthe
street.”

While in New Orleans helping
hurrieane vietims, I was pro- °
tected by members of the local
police force and the Louisiana
National Guard, -

* Qur senator’s comments insult

po]we officers who worked side
by side with aid workers in spite
of their own logses of homes,
family and community.

Our seriior Tdaho senator is
out of step with tens of thou-
sands of Idahoans who made
over $1 million in donations to
assist those in need in Louisiana,
Sen. Craig should stop throwing
stones in a glass house; many
govérnment entities in our coun-
try do not pass the “smell test”
these days.

The Republican senator’s mo-

tives smell of nasty partisan poli-
ties.

. SuanaYoung

Roise, idakio

Open trucks create a hazard |

Taken a ride along Highway
90 west or Interstate 810 south
lately? The amount of trash on
and along the highways rivals
that on St. Charles Avenue after
& Mardi Gras parade, Hundreds
of trucks and trailers hauling
storm debrig are on the roads
loaded to the top with all kinds
of trash.

Too mugch of it is ending up on
the roadways. Lumber with
nails in it, sheét metal and

household items including mat-

trying to avoid debris.

I can understand the desire to
get things cleaned up quickly,
but why are all these big trucks
and pickups with cobbled-up -
trailers allowed to ereate this un-
sightly and unsafe driving envi-
ronment? Why doesn’t the State
Police reguire trash haulers to
cover their loads? Are people
going to have to be killed before

_ something is done? -

I'd also start adding a fee to
every load that goes to a dump

in andawm ta nlaoh an tha maao

' " STAFFPHOTO
A man helps an elderly woman across St Charles Avenue to an:
_gvacuation point Sept. 2, three days after Hurncane Katrina blew .
| through the clty . -

mre than air conditioning or hot I

: Hear thls Mr Potato Head-

eans,and the amazing poten- 3

LNHL LIS cummulul.y (N 1-1)
to hear.

The metro area face:

. reviving its economy. Loc
. ernment must be respon:

in addressing the needs o

1" |..tor to get businesses bac
| -them from leaving. If w

| exodus of state agencies
1 .thig area’s economic pro

far more grim..
" The governor's prov

-|* New Orleans ¢an count «
|| State University Health

‘the state Supreme Courd
‘tutions to stay and con
. good jobs and the stabilit;

‘No more

Hurncane Wilma was

without the poetry and prose of BN for the books no matter |

ance tied the number of

a single season — 21 —

of hurricanes — 12.
-But Wilma wasn’t co

_"The gtorm has claimed
" the’ records, roaring to (-
_ faster than any storm in

ting the record as the .

-ever recorded in the Atl

pressure that measure

" Wednesday morning.

‘Hurricane Wilma is
Louisiana, and that's'a n
can look at this storm ax
of relief. Wilma is goin
storm, even if it weaken
one that will cause dest

it lands. At this point,

“Want frie

There are a lot of ¢
Louisianians could use !
Sen. Larry Craig’s ign

| spirited attack on this s

our mamas taught us no
of language.

They also taught us
when they are down or
aren’t sure are true. I
ceived similar home-trai
have forgotten it.

“Fraud is in the cultt

" lieve that is true in the «

as well,” the senator t
(Idaho) Moining Tribune
‘That’s beyond offer
culture is rich and div
pride for the entire coun
jazz, Mardi Gras and foo
level of artistry — som
people raised on a diet
to be able to appreciate. .
Sen. Craig said Lo

- Orleans have “the mosl

ments in our country.’
Certainly Louisiana ha: -
scandals, but so have
plages. Our culture is no




